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I came down here to raise hell,” 
said Steven Carr, 26, as he lit up 
a Marlboro in the visitors’ area 
of La Reforma prison outside 
San Jos6, the capital of Costa 
Rica. 

Carr said he came to Costa 
Rica “to go to war....My brother was in 
Vietnam, and I was really pissed that I 
didn’t get to go.. ..I grew up with John 
| Wayne movies. I was in ROTC, the Civil 
! Air Patrol, and I was weaned on that 
stuff.” 

Carr got tired 
of waiting for 
his chance at 
combat, so last 
March he de- 
cided to become 
a real-life Ram- 
bo and traveled 
to Costa Rica to 
fight “the com- 
munists.” 

He wanted to 
join the con- 
tras — the U.S.- 
backed rebels 
trying to over- 
throw the leftist 
Sandinista gov- 
ernment of Nic- 
aragua, which 
lies on Costa Ri- 
ca’s northern 
border. 

F or six weeks . 

Carr lived o ut 
; h is dreams. He 

| was armed and transported to the co n- 
tra cam ps by a nti-communist groups he 
saidweie: led J^al^fiJUlffiJUCicLaiar- 
mer fro m Indiana who Car r and Glibbe rv 
said was a CT A liaiso n in Costa R ica. 


The high point of Carr’s short-lived ca- 
reer came around mid-April, when he 
claims to have participated in a raid on a 
Sandinista camp a day and a half s march 
inside Nicaragua. He thinks about 30 San- 
dinista troops may have been killed. 

Carr believes bad publicity about that 
raid may have contributed to the narrow 
defeat of one of President Reagan's re- 
i tjuests for aid to the contras last April 
He added he believes the defeat of the 

c ontra, aid ultimately may have led t he I 
CIA to arrange tor nis arrest Carr said 
t hat the day after the House vote, he and 
four other foreign-bom adventure rs 
were sent by an alleged CIA liaison lo a 
c ontra camp in Costa Rica, where they 
w ere arrested hours later by Co sta Rican 
public security forces/^ 

Some people dismiss Carr as nothing 
more than a crazy adventurer, but his 
story has serious implications. He is a 
link in a chain of private groups and indi- 
viduals in the United States who stepped 
in to help the contras in Costa Rica and 
Honduras after Congress refused to ex- 
tend funding for the rebel movement in 
mid-1984. These private groups have 
provided the contras with an estimated 
$25 million in arms, ammunition and 
supplies since then. Some organizations 
also are sending men to train and fight 
with the rebels. Their leaders — who in- 
clude retired military officers— also pa« 
military intelligence and other informa- 
tion to top administration officiate 
Leaders of some groups say they plan 
to continue their efforts, even though 
Congress approved $27 million in so- 
called “humanitarian” or non-military 


aid to the contras this summer. Critics of 
aid to the contras contend that no matter 
what it ’s called, the aid package is a back- 
door way of funding the contras’ military 
effort But the private groups supporting 
the contras say Congress hasn't gone far 
enough. T hey say their hel p continues to 
be needed because the CIA and the Pen- 
tagon are still prompi ted from providing 
direct military aid to the c ontras. 

Fpr exampie, retired Army Mai. Gen . 
John Singlaub — who runs th e most ef- 

fectjvefundraising operation — cayc pfj. 
vate efforts are sdM ne cessary to fill foe 
gapTeft when the CIA wasprohibited by 
rebels ^ ^ rQrn assistancelo the 

Singlaub and other private contra sup- 
porters say their actions are encouraged 
and supported by the president Reagan 
has spoken openly for months about 
the need to remove the Sandinista gov- 
ernment in “its present structure,” and 
the administration has supported the 

contras efforts to overthrow the Nicara- 
guan government since the early 1980s. 
The White House defends its actions by 
saying the Sandinistas are a repressive, 
anti-democratic regime committed to 
exporting revolution throughout Cen- 
tral America 

Those who oppose aid to the contras 
believe it involves the United States in an 
undeclared war against a sovereign na- 
tion, and that it helps fund rebels impli- 
cated in numerous atrocities. r 

Some Members of Congress say the 
privatization” of the war, accomplished 
with the Reagan administrations en- 
couragement, is circumventing the con- 
gressional ban on U.S. military assistance 
to the contras. They say some of these 
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